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SUBJECT: AUSTRIAN MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS: April 27, 2006 
EU Health Minister Council Pushes European Diabetes 



af m Z ^ * agSnCy re P° rts « the informal meeting 

of EU health ministers in Vienna. US Secretary of Health and 
Hunian Services Michael Leavitt and China's Minister for 
Health Gao Quiang also attended the conference, which 
focused on fighting diabetes and specific health problems of 
women. Austrxan Minister for Health Maria Rauch-Kallat^t 

SernXr^ °* ^ — t±Bg recalled th * explosion at the 
l 6 ^ 1 ""clear power plant 20 years ago, stressing that 
such a disaster "must never happen again." Secretary Leavitt 
agreed: "When it comes to public health, we have to ttSI 
about the unthinkable; because it happens " 

5S - SJ^j; K0 ^ nC,:U1 daily " SalzbUrger Nachrichten" and 

of z m o£ZLzr news " ZiBl " on wednesday ais ° ~- 
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2. According to a report in semi-official daily "Wiener 
Zeitung," EU Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn has harshly 
crxticized membership candidate Bulgaria, stressing the 
country's "serious backlog" on measures to fight organized 
crime Furthermore, there are some "obscure aspects" with 
regard to the independence of Bulgaria's judiciary, the 
Commissioner argues. Austria ratified the EU membership 
treaties for Bulgaria and Romania yesterday. 



EU Quarrel over Turkey Settled 



3 . Following months of dispute , the EU member states have 
reached agreement on conditions for Turkey and Croatia's EU 
membership Semi-official daily "Wiener Zeitung" quotes an 
Sr^H Presidency spokesperson as announcing Wednesday 
that both countries will be sent an invitation from the EU 
member states today to present their positions on the 

political criteria , " as called for by several EU countries 
however, has been dropped from this text, as the EU nCriSS ' 
ambassadors will discuss this aspect separately, the daily 



EU Committee Presents Report on CIA Flight; 



fooo It ^,J?" tttt ~ sa y* fc he CIA has run more than 
1000 flights within the European Union since 2001 often 
transporting terrorist suspects for questioning overseas 
2 • liberal ^ily "Der Standard" and semi-official 

Sobe "^V-^T Say ' The EUr °*> ean Parliament begtn a 
probe after claims the US flew suspects to secret prison^ In 
countries that regularly use torture. The US admits soZ 
ll^l r SUS P ects t were flown for interrogation, but 

ttvl * g ST there f ° r t0ttUr6 - Re * ort ™thor Claudio 

Fava says many EU states had ignored the hundreds of CIA 

flights that had used their airports, according to ORF 

me^!;/^ '^^^t Swede *' "aly and Bosnia (not an EU 
member) for particular criticism. The report also lists a 

fs^n*°* Fra ?!^ rt ' GeEmany t0 A2e ^aijan in January 2003 
as having passed through Austrian airspace, the "Standard" 

> 



Gudenus Sentenced 
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5. A court in Vienna has given a former Freedom Party (FPOe) 
member of the Austrian Upper House , the Bundesrat , John 
Gudenus a one-year suspended sentence, independent 
provincial daily "Salzburger Nachrichten" reports on its 
front page. He was convicted in connection with remarks made 
in two interviews last year, in which he disputed the 
existence of gas chambers during the Nazi period. Gudenus 
has announced he will appeal the sentence. 
ORF radio early morning news "Morgen journal, » which also 
reports on the issue, says that the Austrian Lower House of 
Parliament will remember the victims of National Socialism 



With US Lawsuit, Bawag Sale Difficult 

6 All Austrian media continue to give prominent coverage to 
the scandal surrounding Austrian bank Bawag, which took a 
new turn yesterday when creditors of the bankrupt US broker 
firm Refco filed a class action suit against the Austrian 
bank, charging it with assistance to fraud. According to 
semi-official daily "Wiener Zeitung," the creditors claim 
that Bawag was not just an uninformed recipient of Refco 
money, and instead knew of Refco head Phillip Bennet's 



illegal activities. This would make Bawag an accomplice in 
the case - an allegation the bank has dismissed. Like all 
media, mass -circulation daily "Kurier" writes in a front- 
page report that the threat of a US lawsuit has "shocked 
potential buyers of bank Bawag." The sale of the bank, which 
was planned to go ahead today, is now "completely 
unrealistic," the daily says. 



President Bush's Vienna Visit 



7. Mass -circulation weekly magazine "News" in its April 27 
issue reports on the expected visit of US President George 
Bush to Vienna for the US-EU summit June 21. Although the 
White House has not yet officially announced the US 



President's trip (a fact Austrian Foreign Minister Ursula 
Flassnik emphasizes in an interview with "News") 
preparations for the visit are already under way! the weeklv 
says. "News" also publishes a map of central Vienna £page 
23) with key locations and venues of the expected event The 
US President will be staying at the Hotel Intercontinental 

the HofturT V lth H AUSt f ian Wolfgang Schuessel it 

the Hofburg, according to "News." Furthermore, at the US 

Embassy at Boltzmanngasse about 100 CIA and secret service 
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officials are allegedly already ^^^^^d^ 

uTand SL Weekly alS ° deta±1S SSCUrity ™> including 

US and Austrian security forces and personnel, US-Awacs and 

radar surveillance and anti aircraft missiles stationed 

throughout Vienna for the Bush visit. In the run-up to the 

alretd^.^"^^" Str±an gr ° UpS and have also 

already officially registered for anti-Bush demonstrations 

such as the "Bush go home" platform with about 15 Tol 
expected protestors, says "News." 



and Rumsfeld on Surprise Visit to Baghdad 



8. US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice has Dra i, B H t m . 

sue- Mi * iste f- saying he is ^-siron^rc^tLTt: 

forming a national unity government. Rice was speaking after 
she and Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld met Premier al- 
Maiilci on an unannounced visit to Baghdad. Semi-official 
daily "Wiener Zeitung" quotes the Secretary oTs^te as 

rTshow'S! J hat . With * hese v «its the United States wants 
to show the Iraqi people there is unity regarding the 

radio T "t 1 ?*** aSPeCtS ° f itS miSS ^ n in 
orf radio meanwhile quotes Defense Secretary Rumsfeld as 

Ir:r S he g add: d n ^ Iraqi *™ ent « - "importa^thing." 

S^ssLfp^s"." S ° Vereign ^ 
McCaw 
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